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The art of the staycation - havmg a funttlme | suburban Perth

by Chris Parry

BEFORE the pandemic
| wasn'’t really interested
in going away close to
home. | wanted to save
my ‘away time’ for going
far away.

You could get me any-
where around the state
but to stay in Perth just
seemed a bit indulgent.
Why put your feet up just
10 minutes from home?

Well, I am a changed
man!

I've recently been a
guest of Quest Apartment
Hotels to get a better

Enjoying a staycation at Quest in Innaloo

understanding of genu-
ine initiatives to make life
easier for many and also
to learn how to complete-
ly bring me onboard as a
lover of the staycation.

Quest Apartment Ho-
tels are all over Australia
and in recent years have
moved from just being lo-
cated in CBDs to now be-
ing found in the suburbs
of our cities as well.

| often wondered how
that worked and what sort
of guests would choose
to stay in our suburbs. I'm
not sure | have all the an-
swers, but | have a couple

for you.

Staying 10 minutes
from home at Quest Inn-
aloo changed me com-
pletely.

Packing our overnight
bags and thinking about
a few things we wanted
to do, my family set off
down a familiar road and
arrived as seasoned trav-
ellers but certainly new-
bies to the staycation.

| remember the first
time | did a resort holiday
and worried about wheth-
er | wouldn't be able to
sit still and relax. It was
a bit like that when we

checked in to Quest In-
naloo. If the friendliness
of the reception staff and
local knowledge provid-
ed for my queries wasn’t
enough to relax me, then
opening the door to our
spacious two-bedroom
suite was the cork pop-
ping off the bottle.

Putting my bag down,
checking out two spa-
cious bedrooms, dining
room, living room, kitch-
en and two balconies
was enough to switch my
thinking from: “l can al-
most see my house from
here.” to “| am away from

home and can just relax
and recharge.”

Our balconies over-
looked lkea, with the city
beyond and out to the
hills of the escarpment
to the east. We were just
a few minutes’ walk from
Innaloo Shopping Centre
and Greater Union Inn-
aloo Cinemas, or there’s a
bus that pulls up outside
and conveniently drops
you outside those cen-
tres.

We are regular visitors
to these destinations,
but staying away from
home changed the way

we shopped. Rather than
rushing we mooched,
and we even got a bit in-
dulgent at the movies and
bought large combo’s
rather than smuggling in
our own snacks.

All around Quest Inn-
aloo are great lunch and
dinner options that are
easy to walk to and roll
back to your room after
filing yourself on fresh
pizzas at Tassels or su-
shi at Sushi Wawa. If
you’re not sure what you
want, the hotel offers an
in-room ordering service
with an extensive range of
local dining options that
may be a bit far to walk to.

The vision for Quest In-
naloo is to support local
businesses and be seen
as a local. Being a con-
tributor to the local com-
munity goes further for
Quest Innaloo than sup-
porting cafés and restau-
rants.

Quest Innaloo isn't
that far away from Os-
borne Park Hospital and
has  wheelchair-friendly
access throughout the
hotel, including onsite un-
dercover disabled park-
ing, which make it a very
comfortable and conve-
nient option when receiv-

ing outpatient treatment
at the hospital and need-
ing somewhere close to
stay.

If you know a young
person aged 15-25 with
cancer who lives in a re-
gional area, make sure
you let them know that
Quest operates a ‘You
Can Stay’ program at all
Quest Apartment Hotels.
Coming to Perth for treat-
ment can be costly for a
young person and a fam-
ily. Providing free accom-
modation while receiving
treatment is making a
contribution to the com-
munity that we should all
be supportive and proud
of.

So how’s that? If you
were like me, have |
changed your mind about
a staycation? Do you
think a night or two away
in luxury and familiarity is
worth it? | have no doubt
that the travel plans each
year for my family will
now build in regular op-
portunities for a week-
ender and it’s all thanks
to Quest Innaloo.

Quest Apartment Ho-
tels may have a national
footprint but they’ve defi-
nitely got their feet firmly
planted as locals.
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HOSPITALITY

ESPERANCE

* Spacious motel and
executive rooms

* FREE Wi-fi, FOXTEL

* FREE tea, coffee and
biscuits in your

motel room

* Central town

location opposite
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HOSPITALITY
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E: esperance@hospitalityinns.com.au
W: www.hospitalityinnesperance.com.au

cocktail bar, BBQ &
guest laundry

44-46 The Esplanade, Esperance
T: 9071 1999
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ALBANY HISTORICAL SOCIETY is the proud

custodian of Albany’s oldest and
most precious attractions;

4 open 10am-4pm except Good Frlday, Christmas Day, :
the morning of ANZAC Day and also features an
collection of photos of Albany’s history.

THE ALBANY CONVICT GAOL Estabhshed in
1852 for convicts that were transported to Albany
as skilled labourers. Originally consisting of a cell
= block for convicts with quarters for the warden, the =

PATRICK TAYLOR
COTTAGE: Built in 1832,
is WA’s oldest surviving
dwelling which was
purchased by Patrick
Taylor in 1834.

The cottage displays stunning artifacts from
Albany’s history, information about Patrick Taylor
and early residents with a beautiful garden next
to the Duke Street Park.

OPEN 11lam-3pm except Good Friday, Christmas Day
and the mormng of ANZAC Day

with Neville Browning & Frank Taylor’s
Australian Military History Tours
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TOUR INCLUSIONS:

* 13 day programme - 12 days touring the
battlefields with military historian of note,

tour director and team

* 12 night stay in 3 & 4 star accommodation
« All breakfasts and most lunches
* Quality air-conditioned coach
* Entry fees as per itinerary
» Historical account and commentary,
geographically accurate, delivered by
an experienced, and enthusiastic team

Bookings 0428 686 899 www.kokoda.com.au
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$850 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT
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SPECIAL EXHIBITION

YOU DEMANDED ANOTHER TRIP...
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YANCHEP LAVENDER FARM

THURSDAY 9 FEBRUARY - South

Departs 8.30am Canning Hwy & Murray Rd Melville
9am Pagoda Hotel Comer St Como
9.30am East Perth Terminal

Returns First drop approx 3.30pm

Includes Entry fee, lunch & luxury coach travel

FRIDAY 10 FEBRUARY - North
Departs  8.30am HBF Arena, Joondalup
9am Morris P, Innaloo
9.30am Morley Recreation Centre
Returns  First drop approx 3.30pm

FREMANTLE MARITIME MUSEUM

THURSDAY 19 JANUARY - South

Departs 8.30am Canning Hwy & Murray Rd Melville
9am Pagoda Hotel Comer St Como
9.30am East Perth Terminal

Returns First drop approx 3.30pm

Includes Entries, morning tea & lunch

FRIDAY 27 JANUARY - North
Departs 8.30am HBF Arena, Joondalup
9am Morris PI, Innaloo
9.30am Morley Recreation Centre
~ Returns  First drop approx 3.30pm

WILKINSON HOMESTEAD

FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY - South

Departs 8.30am Canning Hwy & Murray Rd Melville
9am Pagoda Hotel Comer St Como
9.30am East Perth Terminal

Returns First drop approx 3.30pm

Includes Entry fee, lunch & luxury coach travel

TUESDAY 28 FEBRUARY - North
Departs  8.30am HBF Arena, Joondalup
9am Morris PI, Innaloo TN
9.30am Morley Recreation Centre f\ A \
Returns  First drop approx 3. 30pm /

Join the Elite Travel Club

@///(} ‘FREE MEMBERSHIP’

TOURS

ABN 58 170 069 267

Tel: 9314 2170 (o] ¢ 0432 247 784
| Email: mike@elitetours.net.au www.elitetours.net.au

36 Aviator Boulevard, Clarkson
Office hours: Monday-Friday 8am-5pm




