Iet’s go tr

by Chris Parry

I'VE written a few stories
on Wadjemup (Rottnest
Island) over the years, in-
cluding a rite of passage
visit with my daughter
which was all about
snorkelling at the Basin,
getting a cream bun and
a choc milk from the bak-
ery and riding a bike and
only stopping for quok-
kas, dugites and a very
relaxed Ashton Agar.

I've covered the is-
land’s remarkable AN-
ZAC Day Dawn service
and more recently my
son and | jumped across
to the island in a sea-
plane, liting off from the
Swan River and spend-
ing some time on the is-
land to help him find his
spirit quokka.

If you haven't been
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Left to right; The Lane Café - Delicious crayfish burger - Bathurst Lighthouse - Aboriginal statue - Oliver Hill gun

to the island before you
will typically hit the Ba-
sin, Geordie Bay, cycle
around the island, hit the
bakery three times a day
and try to capture a selfie
with a quokka.

A cultural tour is where
a Wadjemup rite of pas-
sage should begin. Be-
fore you put the flippers
on or hop on a bike, put
your cultural curiosity
into gear. Enjoy a walk-
ing tour of the island
that's much more than
a tour, it’'s an experience
that enriches your un-
derstanding of the island
from an Aboriginal per-
spective.

Some of it is devas-
tating but there’s also
a dreamtime story that
describes how important
the west end of the is-
land is to Aboriginal peo-

ple. There are traditional
songs and a very special
sand ceremony that pay
respect to Aboriginal an-
cestors and also remind
you of a time when the
island was connected to
the mainland.

The Wadjemup Mu-
seum has been recently
renovated and is full of
new displays and stories
and ways of interpret-
ing old stories through
touchscreens and audio
experiences. The muse-
um was always a bit too
easy to walk past on the
way to some other activ-
ity, but it's now destined
to draw in visitors and
provide a connection to
the island that is not just
interesting, but enriching.

Surprisingly for its size
and the prominence of
its tracks, many visitors

aren’t aware that there is
an active train. This tram-
like train puffs busily up
to Oliver Hill, which of-
fers the best view of the
island and an intriguing
look deep inside Wad-
jemup.

A maze of tunnels
takes you underground
and gives you an un-
derstanding of the im-
portance of Rottnest
during World War Il. You
descend steep stairs
to where artillery shells
were stored and plotting
rooms for aiming the big
guns on Oliver Hill that
protected the approach-
es to Fremantle.

There are a few ways
to get on the water and
see the island from a
different perspective
without a boat. There are
fishing trips for kids and

whale watching tours
with Rottnest Express
which mean you’re right
in the middle of the ac-
tion rather than departing
from the mainland.

The whale watch-
ing adventure boat that
scythes its way through
monstrous swells slow-
ing only for seals and
whales. With engines
barely idling, you can
sit in complete awe as
whales make their way
down the Humpback
Highway off the island.

The island sits in the
middle of the Leeuwin
Current and this explains
why the waters around
are always a bit warmer.

Wadjemup by night
is fairly quiet. You might
hear a few people head-
ing back to their cot-
tage from the pub being

Make 2022 the year for a South Western adventure

CELEBRATE the new
year with Great West-
ern Coach Tours as they
launch their 2022 South
West fun-filled, multi-
day, small-group adven-
tures; carefully crafted
and conducted at a pace
people can enjoy.

Tours showcase his-
toric locations and an-
cient landscapes from
Kalbarri to Bremer Bay
to Kalgoorlie featuring
amazing and exclusive
experiences like hot-
air ballooning, private
wine tastings, botanical
garden tours, lip-balm
making workshops, ca-
noeing, wildflower bush-
walks and much more.

The choice of adven-
ture is yours!

Join them in January
2022 at one of three con-
venient locations for af-
ternoon tea, the oppor-

tunity to meet the Great
Western Coach Tours
team and see touring
vehicles, hear all about
the adventures they
have planned for people
in next twelve months,
ask questions, receive a
$150 multi-day adven-

ture discount. Plus go in
the draw for the chance
to win your multi-day ad-
venture for free*.

Tickets are $33 per
person and will be lim-
ited so, to make sure
you don’t miss out, call
Christina on 9490 2455

or send an email to
bookings@greatwest
erncoachtours.com.au.

Your 2022 adventure
awaits.
* Conditions apply

scared of a quokka skip-
ping across their path.
Or, perhaps you could
walk out to the end of
Main Jetty which is per-
fect for catching a squid
in the evening.

The rangers on the is-
land wish more people
took advantage of the
bushwalking trails that
criss-cross the island
and are perfect for sit-
ting quietly as a quokka
goes about its business
far from the Iure of cake
crumbs.

Perhaps when you're
out walking have a crack
at geocaching. This is
modern day treasure
hunting that allows you
to search for hidden
packages and pretend
you’re a modern day
Long John Silver. Across
more than 190 countries

there are more than three
million geocaches and a
sneaky number of these
little hidden stores are on
Wadjemup.

The path well-travelled
on Wadjemup inevitably
leads to the bakery or
grab a cray dog at The
Lane Café just across
the mall from the bak-
ery. If you need further
indulgence and you can
head straight back into
The Lane Café and grab
a Simmos icecream.

Rottnest is a favourite
destination because we
know it so well and we
know what we like to do
there. But there’s more
you can do there includ-
ing opportunities to get
a better understanding
of the Aboriginal experi-
ence and stories of Wad-
jemup.
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KEN PEACHEY
CARAVAN REPAIRS

* Specialists in all types of
caravan repairs and alterations

* Canvas, vinyl work and vinyl welding
* Approved repairer and all

~
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HOSPITALITY

KALGOORLIE

= * Spacious motel
and executive

rooms

* FREE Wi-fi,

FOXTEL

* FREE tea, coffee
and biscuits in
your motel room

* Pool, restaurant,
cocktail bar, BBQ
& guest laundry
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COME FOR AFTERNOQON TEA

Read our
article in
this issue
for mare
details

& WE'LL TELL YOU MORE

at a choice of Perth metro venues in
January 2022

k 94950 2455 TO BOOK YOUR TICKET
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www.greatwesterncoachtours.com.au
Creating memorable touring experiences since 1334
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MACKEREL
ISLANDS

OMALOW. WETTERN AURTRALLA

SEE THE AMAZING PILBARA REGION WITH THIS ROAD
TRIP ADVENTURE DEAL, TAKING YOU OFF THE BEATEN
TRACK ON AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE.
DISCOVER THE REAL AUSSIE OUTBACK TRAVELLING
THROUGH SOME OF THE WORLD'S MOST STUNNING
ANCIENT NATURAL LANDSCAPES, TOWERING GORGES &
PLUNGING WATERFALLS, TO A BUCKET LIST ISLAND ESCAPE,

INCLUDES: * 2 nights at the Karijini Eco Retreat in a
Deluxe Eco Tent with continental breakfast # 1 night at the
Onslow Beach Resort in an Ocean View Suite with cooked

breakfast & Leave your car at the resort for your island stay,
includes free parking * Travel from Onslow to the Mackerel

Islands on a 45 minute boat transfer * 3 nights at the

Mackerel Islands in a Beachfront Cabin with one
Dinner Under The Stars, stand up paddle board &
kayak hire * Return boat transfer to Onslow

TA&C'S apply, walid for travel Saturdays to Fridays, April - October 2022,
sublect te availabiity, excludes school holidays. See website for detalls.

CALL 9184 6444 OR EMAIL

BOOKINGS@MACKERELISLANDS.COM.AY




