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by Chris Parry

HOW lucky we are to live
in the most beautiful city in
the world and for it to be so
accessible and so easy to
discover new adventures.
My son Tom and | were
recently discussing an up-
coming void in the activity
filled life of an eleven-year-
old boy and he suggested
waterbikes on the Swan
River. He wanted to ride
under the Narrows bridge
and hear the ftraffic and
trains rumbling overhead.
The Perth Waterbike
Company operates at

Chris Parry and son Tom enjoying a relaxing afternoon waterbiking on the Swan River

South Perth on a little
beach near the Narrows
Bridge and at Rottnest.
Tours start at $30 for the
give-it-a-go style 30-min-
ute experience right up to
a two-hour tour for $90.
Tours can be tailor
made or you can trust
these guys completely to
show you the sites and the
sights within a reasonable
pedalling distance. The
most popular tours are
the sunset rides and who
doesn’t love being on the
water when the sun sinks
down behind Kings Park?
Arriving for the after-

noon tour, it’s an overcast
day but there’'s no sea
breeze that can make the
air over the water a little
bit cool. There’s warmth
in the air and just a little
bit of excitement as well. |
love my travels and adven-
tures, here at home and
abroad but nothing makes
me happier than a shared
experience with my kids.
Today it's Tom and | on the
road to discovery, or more
aptly, the river of discov-
ery.
While I'm always mind-
ful of fitness requirements
in the activities | under-

Enjoy outback hospitality - you deserve it

Visit the historic gold mining town of Cue and spend a day or two in
our spacious and relaxing two storey Guest House.
Built in the good old days when ceilings were high and jarrah was used
extensively. Secure off-street parking, air-conditioned for your comfort,
guest tv lounge, free continental breakfast. Book direct on-line.

96.550- LSE#NOVYH

QUEEN OF THE MURCHISON GUEST HOUSE & CAFE

53 Austin Street, Cue

Phone 9963 1625 www.queenofthemurchison.com.au
Email info@queenofthemurchison.com.au

Day Tours 2021
Sun 13 June

Sun 18 July

Sun 15 August
Sun 12 September

Cape York

WA'’s Coral Coast

Mt Augustus - Karijini
Northern Wildflowers
Kangaroo Island Art Tour

Kangaroo Island Sightseeing Tour
Stirling Ranges at Wildflower Time

Phone us now on 1300 662

Country Pub Mystery Tour
Christmas in July

Hotham Valley Forest Train
Northern Wildflowers (new route)
5105 Seniors 5115 Adults includes morning tea, picnic lunch or restaurant meal as stated.
Day tour pick-ups Joondalup, East Perth and Rockingham

Extended Tours 2021 - Flights Inc!

14 July 13 days from $4770 pp 3 seats left!
20 August 12 days from $3740 pp

4 Sept 10 days from $3390 pp

23 Sept 4 days from $1120 pp

30 Sept 6 days from $3250 pp

7 October 6 days from $2890 pp

026
Email: info@aussieredbacktours.com.au
www.aussieredbacktours.com.au

17 October 4 days from $1120 pp

NEW BROCHURE
OUT NOW
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take, our guide Nev has
a brilliant way of assisting
tired legs when you're in
the middle of the river. Just
like those pilot vessels and
tugs that pulled up along-
side the stuck tanker in the
Suez Canal recently, Nev
tucked in behind Tom’s
craft when his little legs
were failing and pushed
his bike while Tom took a
break.

The waterbikes them-
selves are light and easy
to ride and there’s no
rush. Nev is insistent that
the aim of the tour is to
relax and unwind and al-

low yourself plenty of time
not to pedal, just drift and
enjoy being on the water
and seeing all the hustle
and bustle swirling around
you on the freeway and the
city.

As we make our way
under the Narrows it is
surprisingly dark and cool.
It's even too dark to see
the Swan River big brown
jellyfish that never seem
to be in a hurry to get any-
where. | like their style.

Adopting inspiration
from the jellyfish and Nev’s
advice, | stop peddling.
Around me there is busy-

ness, but in my mind there
is none. | notice Tom has
now stopped churning the
water and is looking up at
the underneath of the Nar-
rows Bridge.

I'm about to do my Dad
bit and Nev is about to
do his guiding bit but we
share a look and say noth-
ing at all, we just enjoy
watching Tom look up and
around.

The Narrows is actu-
ally made up of two road
bridges and one train
bridge. The original name
of the bridge, announced
in the early 1950s by then
Deputy Premier, John
Tonkin, was the Golden
West Bridge but it was
never popular and never
mentioned again.

The first bridge was
completed in 1959 and
entered the state’s na-
tional heritage register in
1999.

When we’re off and
moving again towards Eliz-
abeth Quay, Nev has some
great stories to tell about
the wildlife and boats on
the river. He doesn’t crowd
us and he allows us plenty
of time to pedal in circles
or to just drift and listen to

venture to be had

the lapping of the water on
our waterbike pontoons.

It's one of those adven-
tures that you find yourself
thinking about doing again
with other members of
your family or a group of
friends.

The bike’s pontoons
make them super stable
and they’re very visible to
any boats who are in the
area. Just like a bike on
land, the seats are adjust-
able, and the steering is
easy.

Riding a waterbike
doesn’t just have to be
enjoyed in summer. Over
the cooler months Perth
Waterbike Company will
continue to provide experi-
ences and tours so even if
there’s grey clouds about,
get out and about and try
something new and sup-
port our local businesses
that are putting a dash of
adventure in our lives.

Escape Plan

You'll find the Perth
Waterbike Company on
the South Perth side of
the Narrows Bridge and
also over at Rottnest
Island. Check out their
website at: www.perth
waterbikeco.com.au.

L-R; Delys Reid - The Sandalwood Shop
Mother’s Day hamper

Another lucky winner

Have a Go News loves giving
away prizes to our readers and
each month we have a raft of
competitions for people to win
some great prizes.

Congratulations
Reid from Wanneroo who was
the lucky winner of The San-
dalwood Shop’s Mother’s Day
hamper.
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Opera Under The Stars © Jeff Atkinson

BEACH CLUB
ND

ROTTNEST ISLA

A UNIQUE experience, Opera Under the Stars, will be
held on Saturday 28 August. It is the perfect mid-win-
ter’s break combining Broome’s sun, surf and scenery
with the exquisite pleasure of being able to sit back
and relax whilst being serenaded by this sensational
cast of performers in the lush gardens of the Mangrove
Hotel overlooking the majestic waters of Roebuck Bay.

Opera Under the Stars is ideal for both opera lovers
and novices plus, it’s the perfect occasion to don your
silk and pearls or dress Kimberley casual for a fantas-

tic night out.

Featuring the sublime voices of Emma Matthews,
Paul O’Neill and James Clayton, these consummate
stars of Australian opera, together with virtuoso pia-
nist, Graeme Gilling, will dazzle and delight as they
showcase a spectacular selection of music from the

world of opera and beyond.
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Considering a trip to Rottnest Island? Visit us at Pinky’s Beach Club.

A

Beautiful views, locally-inspired food and delicious cocktails.

Pinky Beach, Strue Road, Rottnest Island
_/ A leisurely 15 minute stroll from the ferry port.

With reduced seat-
ing capacity this year
patrons are encouraged
to book soon for this stel-
lar winter treat.

Audience  members
have the choice of pre-
mium seating (reserved
area) or general seating
(unreserved area).

Pre-opera dining al
fresco from the Bay Club
restaurant at Mangrove
Hotel from 5.30pm.

Broome Explorer
Bus is providing an ex-
tra bus service after the
performance. This ser-
vice will follow the usual
bus route through Old
Broome and Chinatown
($3pp) and on to Cable
Beach ($5pp) - for up-
dates visit www.bebus.
com.au/events

For one night only on
Saturday 28 August at the
Mangrove Hotel. Tickets
are now on sale at www.
operaunderthestars.
com.au.



